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Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii 
Gubernatorial Nominee Wayne Higaki for a term to expire June 30, 2021 

 
Chair Taniguchi and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to express my strong 
support for the nomination of Wayne Higaki to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. 
 
I am speaking for myself a chair of the Board of Regents.  The regents as a body do not take positions on 
the nomination of individuals for the Board. 
 
Wayne Higaki is completing a one-year term as regent.  He was appointed last year to the position 
vacated when Regent Carl Carlson resigned in 2014.  During this brief time he has been an active, 
interested, and thoughtful member of the Board.  He is currently a member of three Board committees:  
academic and student affairs, budget and finance, and independent audit, where he has been a quick 
learner.  His attendance has been very consistent, despite the challenges of traveling from West Hawaii, 
with the longest travel times and least convenient travel schedules to board and committee meetings.   
 
I strongly encourage your recommendation to the full Senate of his confirmation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 





From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HEA Testimony
Cc: lputnam45@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM587 on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 4:02:33 AM

GM587
Submitted on: 3/8/2016
Testimony for HEA on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Lee Putnam Individual Support Yes

Comments: Wayne Higaki has been a conscientious member of the Board of
 Regents. His thoughtful insights have helped to clarify issues and move toward better
 outcomes. I look forward to having him as a continuing colleague and strongly
 support the confirmation of Wayne Higaki for appointment to the Board of Regents.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HEATestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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TESTIMONY OF CORALIE MATAYOSHI IN SUPPORT OF THE NOMINATION OF 
WAYNE HIGAKI, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 

HAWAII BOARD OF REGENTS (GM 587) 
March 10, 2016, 1:30pm, Conference Room 224 

 
 
Dear Chair Taniguchi and Members of the Senate Committee on Higher Education: 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the nomination of Wayne Higaki to the 
University of Hawaii Board of Regents.  
 
Since joining the Board of Regents in May 2015, Wayne has been a “quick study,” 
diligently studying the volumes of materials and participating in Board discussions.  He 
even attends meetings of committees which he is not a member of, just to get up to 
speed with the challenging issues we are facing.  As Chair of the Personnel Committee, 
I have appreciated Wayne’s attendance, questions and comments.  He also serves on 
the Budget & Finance Committee with me, where he is a thoughtful participant. 
 
Wayne’s business acumen is welcomed, as we strive towards greater efficiency and 
accountability in the University system.  His dedication to the community, especially the 
Big Island, is evidenced by his participation on the many Board and Councils on which 
he serves. 
 
We are very lucky to have Wayne Higaki on the Board of Regents.  I especially 
appreciate the time it takes for neighbor island Regents like Wayne to travel for 
meetings, particularly from Kona where flights are few and far between. 
 
I am pleased to testify on his behalf and urge his speedy confirmation.  Thank you for 
the opportunity to submit this testimony. 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HEA Testimony
Cc: mizunob001@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM587 on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM
Date: Monday, March 07, 2016 9:44:42 AM

GM587
Submitted on: 3/7/2016
Testimony for HEA on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Barry Mizuno Individual Support No

Comments: I have known Wayne Higaki for several years, having served with him on
 the Mayor's Task Force for Health on the Big Island. Wayne is very knowledgeable
 and hard-working. His business mind will help the BOR making critical decisions.
 Please confirm Mr. Higaki.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HEATestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Dear Senator Brian T. Taniguchi and members of the Committee on Higher Education and the 
Arts, 

This is written to convey my support for the reappointment of Wayne Higaki to the University of 
Hawaii Board of Regents. I have served on the board with Mr. Higaki since his interim 
appointment. His involvement on the commission indicates he is attentive, diligent, and 
hardworking. He is pleasant and collaborative in his relationships with the other regents and 
therefore, is an effective member of  the board. 

He presently is assigned to three important committees: the academic and student affairs 
committee, the budget and finance committee and the independent audit committee 

His other statewide and Hawaii Island engagements are the type of valuable experiences a 
member of a representative board of regents like ours should have. 

I believe Mr. Higaki would continue to be an exemplary member of the board and sincerely 
endorse his reappointment. Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Simeon Acoba 
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March 10, 2016 at 1:30 PM 
Conference Room 224 
 
Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 
 
To: Chair Brian T. Taniguchi 
 
From: George Greene 
 President and CEO 
 Healthcare Association of Hawaii 
 
Re: Testimony in Support 

GM 587, Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Board of Regents of the 
University of Hawai'i, Gubernatorial Nominee, Mr. Wayne Higaki 

 
The Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), established in 1939, serves as the leading voice of 
healthcare on behalf of 180 member organizations who represent almost every aspect of the 
health care continuum in Hawaii.   Members include acute care hospitals, skilled nursing 
facilities, home health agencies, hospices, assisted living facilities and durable medical 
equipment suppliers.  In addition to providing access to appropriate, affordable, high quality 
care to all of Hawaii’s residents, our members contribute significantly to Hawaii’s economy by 
employing over 20,000 people statewide. 
 
The Healthcare Association of Hawaii would like to thank the committee for the opportunity to 
support the nomination of Mr. Wayne Higaki to serve on the Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawaii.  Mr. Higaki has shown his commitment to serving the people of Hawaii for many decades 
through his various roles at North Hawaii Community Hospital.  He has proven his ability as a leader, 
helming a number of important projects at the facility that have provided great benefits to his 
community.  We were very fortunate to have Mr. Higaki serve as a member of our Government 
Relations Committee, where he helped our association develop and advocate for legislation. 

Without reserve, we would ask for your committee’s support or Mr. Higaki’s nomination to the Board 
of Regents.  His commitment to serving the North Hawaii community and his extensive leadership 
experience are evidence that he will be a well-qualified and excellent addition to the Board of 
Regents. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide our support of Mr. Higaki’s nomination. 
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Testimony to the Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 
Thursday, March 10, 2016 at 1:30 P.M. 

Conference Room 224, State Capitol 
 
 

RE: GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 587 
 
 
Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii ("The Chamber") supports GM 587, which is 
submitted for consideration and confirmation to the Board of Regents of the University of 
Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee, WAYNE HIGAKI, for a term to expire 06-30-2021. 
   
 The Chamber is Hawaii’s leading statewide business advocacy organization, representing 
about 1,000 businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 
20 employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of 
members and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to 
foster positive action on issues of common concern. 
 
 Mr. Higaki currently serves on the Board of Regents’ Budget & Finance, Academic & 
Student Affairs and Independent Audit Committees and has contributed positively as a regent. 
His commitment is evidenced by maintaining perfect attendance at board and committee 
meetings despite the challenges of interisland travel. 
 
 Mr. Higaki’s values of community stewardship are exemplified in his years of service on 
local boards and as a member for the State Health Planning and Development Agency’s 
statewide and local councils. He also served as the Chair for the County of Hawaii’s Workforce 
Investment Board and as a member of the State of Hawaii’s Workforce Development Council. 
His experience with workforce development and healthcare initiatives are two crucial 
components that impact Hawaii’s ability to grow a vibrant economy. Workforce development is 
a challenge for all educational institutions nationwide and healthcare is one of Hawaii’s largest 
employers. With your positive confirmation, Mr. Higaki’s background and experience can 
continue to be an asset for the Board of Regents. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of this nominee. 
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March 4, 2016 

Marilynn Hata 
1329 Lusitana Street, Ste. 106 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Re: GM 587, Board of Regents of the University of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee, WAYNE HIGAKI 

. Dear Chair Taniguchi and Committee Members, 

Thank you for this opportunity to present my very strong support for Wayne Sachio Higaki's nomination 
to the University of Hawaii Board of Regents. I am hoping for your positive confirmation of Governor 
lge's nomination of Mr. Higaki to this important body. 

Mr. Higaki currently serves on the Board of Regents' Budget & Finance, Academic & Student Affairs and 

Independent Audit Committees and has contributed positively as a regent. His commitment is 

evidenced by maintaining perfect attendance at board and committee meetings despite the challenges 

of interisland travel. 

Mr. Higaki's values of community stewardship are exemplified in his years of service on local boards and 

as a member for the State Health Planning and Development Agency's statewide and local councils. He 

also served as the Chair for the County of Hawaii's Workforce Investment Board and as a member of the 

State of Hawaii's Workforce Development Council. His experience with workforce development and 

healthcare initiatives are two crucial components that impact Hawaii's ability to grow a vibrant 

economy. Workforce development is a challenge for all educational institutions nationwide and 

healthcare is one of Hawaii's largest employers. With your positive confirmation, Mr. Higaki's 

background and experience can continue to be an asset for the Board of Regents. 

In closing, I believe that the State of Hawaii and the University of Hawaii would benefit from a strong 

principled individual like Mr. Higaki, who has the experience and skill to fulfill the Board of Regent's 

purpose. Thank you again for your positive consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Marilynn Hata, MBA 







From: robert momsen
To: HEA Testimony
Subject: Testimony in support of Wayne Higaki
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 6:15:29 AM

Aloha,
Here is my letter of support for Wayne Higaki’s reappointment to the UH Board of Regents.
Mahalo
Bob
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Robert Momsen
bmomsen123@gmail.com
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HEA Testimony
Cc: romala@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for GM587 on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM*
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2016 11:37:30 AM

GM587
Submitted on: 3/3/2016
Testimony for HEA on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Romala Radcliffe Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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mailto:HEATestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HEA Testimony
Cc: ross@current-events.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM587 on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM
Date: Monday, March 07, 2016 9:24:20 AM

GM587
Submitted on: 3/7/2016
Testimony for HEA on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

Ross Wilson Jr. Individual Support No

Comments: Wayne Higaki experience on many boards and commissions serves our
 community well and he will be an asset to the Board of Regents. He currently serves
 on the Board of Regents and he is committed to helping our state improve access to
 higher education for all students. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:HEATestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ross@current-events.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: HEA Testimony
Cc: amy_agbayani@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for GM587 on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM*
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 5:19:45 PM

GM587
Submitted on: 3/8/2016
Testimony for HEA on Mar 10, 2016 13:30PM in Conference Room 224

Submitted By Organization Testifier
 Position

Present at
 Hearing

amy agbayani Individual Support Yes

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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