Comparison between State Pandemic Unemployment Compensation
(SPUC $100 plus-up) and Lost Wages Assistance (LWA)
What it is

Who qualifies

Who does not qualify

Duration of the
program

SPUC

LWA

$100 from a legislative program in
additional benefits added to weekly
benefit amount (WBA).
Cannot be used to increase WBA.
Those receiving Regular UI,
Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation
(PEUC), and State Extended
Benefits (EB).

$300 in additional benefits under the
federal/state unemployment
program (Regular UI) in addition to
their current WBA.
Those receiving a WBA of at least
$100 on Regular UI, PEUC, EB, and
all those receiving Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance (PUA).

Those receiving PUA as they are
not eligible for Regular UI and those
who have been disqualified from
Regular UI. For example: those who
are self-employed or have limited
work history.
Thru December 31, 2020 or until
funds are depleted.

Those receiving less than a $100
WBA on Regular UI, PEUC, and EB
or have been disqualified from
receiving Regular UI. All PUA
claimants will qualify because the
minimum WBA on PUA is $263.
Thru the week ending December 26,
2020, unless FEMA expends the
$44 billion in the Disaster Relief
Fund allotted by the president or if
Congress passes a supplemental
unemployment benefit program.
Regular UI claimants will need to
certify on the HUIClaims account
that their employment was affected
by COVID-19.
PUA claimants have already
certified this on their initial claim
application.

How to apply for the
program

N/A

State matching

N/A

Any interaction
between programs

No interaction.

State must match 25% of the benefit
($100) through either:
1. Funds already used to pay
Regular UI; or,
2. As an additional $100 benefit
payment.
If the State provided an additional
$100 benefit payment through the
LWA Program, claimants whose
WBA is less than $100 would still
not be eligible for the LWA Program
because the additional $100 benefit
payment cannot be included in their
WBA amount.

Why?

Separate legislative program that
would have provided an additional
$100 of benefits to those who were
eligible (see above).

Presidential program that provides
$300 in additional benefits to
claimants with a WBA of at least
$100.

How to Enroll in the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) Program
STEP 1: Log in to your UI Account
STEP 2: Certify that you were unemployed or partially
unemployed due to disruptions caused by COVID-19
(see screenshots below)

