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April 03, 2009
Senator David Y. Ige, Chair
Senate Committee on Health
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Re:
GM504 Nomination to the Hawaii Advisory Commission on Drug Abuse and
Controlled Substances
Dear Honorable Chairman Ige and Honorable Committee Members:
I am honored to be nominated to the Hawaii Advisory Commission on Drug
Abuse and Controlled Substances. Attached is my resume for your perusal, as well as a
list of references on my behalf.
As a twenty-five year veteran ofthe Honolulu Police Department, I have worked
in various capacities within our community, and I believe that the Hawaii Advisory
Commission on Drug Abuse and Controlled Substances is charged with an important
task, which I firmly believe in, and if given the opportunity, I will do my best to support
.and work towards this great task.
I believe that I am qualified to participate on this Commission, as I am currently a
Captain in the Juvenile Services Division of the Honolulu Police Department, and it is a
part of my current position to proactively project and strategically plan measures and
action dealing directly with drugs and controlled substances within our Community. I
recently completed a temporary assignment as a Captain in the Narcotics Division, which
has given me further insight into the extreme impacts of drugs and controlled substances
in our Islands. Although I work closely with these types of cases, I do not believe that
there are any conflicts of interest which would prohibit me from volunteering for this
Commission.
From an academic standpoint, I have a Masters of Science in Criminal Justice
Administration, and a Doctorate Degree in Educational Leadership; both are advanced
degrees which have given me a renewed perspective on Crime and Criminal Behavior
within Hawaii. I have started to implement many of my ideas and thoughts within the
Honolulu Police Department, and the success thus far has brought about new
philosophies and a much more Community-based approach to crime prevention.
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If given the opportunity to serve on this Committee, I hope to share with others
my philosophies, and also learn from the other members who also have great ideas.
Together I believe we can accomplish great things for our State, and make Hawaii a safer
environment, which is drug-free and community-oriented.
In the hope of answering some of your questions about my background, I would
like to characterize myself as a family man, I have been married for twelve years, and we
have one daughter, Kristina, who is nine years old. My family is very active in our
Community, and besides playing sports and travelling, I am a die-hard USC fan, my alma
mater. Once a week I teach at Chaminade University, in the Criminal Justice Program,
and I am very dedicated to my law enforcement foundation.
I do my best to lead by example, and to show my daughter how important
volunteering is for everyone. I believe that excellence can be achieved for the greater
good of all, when a few good people work together towards one common goal. Similarly
in this situation, I would say that being a member of this Committee would allow me the
opportunity to be a part of a tough challenge, but also a highly important task of
addressing our community's needs of education, awareness and drug prevention.
I recently attended the National FBI Academy for a Ten-week Leadership training
course, which has recently sparked a further interest that I have in supervision and
leadership action plans. Many of these "action plans" are directly related to opening
communications with advocate and educational groups within the Community to
collaborate and strengthen our base to "work-together" and reach goals that are not only
good for law enforcement, but also for the Community in general. This type of
Community cooperation is just the type of experience that I am looking for, and I believe
that I will be a very dedicated and active member of the Hawaii Advisory Commission on
Drug Abuse and Controlled Substances, if I am given the opportunity. Therefore, I
respectfully request for your support and confirmation for my recent nomination.
Sincerely,

Louis M. Kealoha, Ed.D.
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Senate Committee on Health
G.M. 503, G.M. 504, G.M. 506, and G.M. 507, Nomination for Consideration and
Confirmation for Commissioners of the Hawaii Advisory Commission on Drug Abuse and
Controlled Substances
Testimony of Chiyome Leinaala Fukino, M.D.
Director of Health
April 15, 2009
Department's Position: The Department of Health strongly supports confirmation of Billie Gabriel
2

(G.M. 503), Louis M. Kealoha (G.M. 504), Michele S. Scofield (G.M. 506) and Steven M. Shiraki

3

(G.M. 507) to serve on the Hawaii Advisory Commission on Drug Abuse and Controlled Substances

4

(HACDACS) for terms to expire on June 30, 2013.

5

Fiscal Implications: Not applicable.

6

Purpose and Justification: To confirm the appointment of Billie Gabriel, Louis M. Kealoha, Michele

7

S. Scofield and Steven M. Shiraki to serve on HACDACS.

8
9

10
11

HACDACS appointees represent a cross-section ofthe community, including, but not limited to
pharmacological, medical, community and business affairs, youth action, educational, legal defense,
enforcement and corrections segments of the community.
Billie Gabriel is a self-employed consultant who is engaged in public relations, marketing,

12

advertising, event planning and fundraising. Her 30-year career has also involved managing

13

comprehensive development, media relations, brand imaging, sponsor recruitment, donor relations and

14

legislative lobbying. During 2007 and 2008, Ms. Gabrielle provided management support to the

15

producer of the II-day Hawaii Romance Festival held on Oahu. As Vice-President of Development
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with Easter Seals Hawaii between 1993 and 2007, she developed a comprehensive strategy, marketing
2

and media plan to create greater awareness of the organization and its programs and services. Between

3

1979 and 1992, Ms. Gabriel served as Director of Community Relations for Kapiolani Medical Center

4

with responsibilities for managing fundraising events such as the Children's Miracle Network Telethon.

5

Louis M. Kealoha is a Captain with the Honolulu Police Department (HPD), Juvenile Services

6

Division. He is currently on special assignment to the NarcoticsNice Division. Prior to his current

7

assignments, Captain Kealoha's service with HPD has included: Patrol Officer, Field Training Officer,

8

Patrol Sergeant, Training Sergeant, Recruit Class Supervisor, Training/Administrative Lieutenant, and

9

Captain within the Criminal Investigation Division. In addition to his work with the Honolulu Police

10

Department, Captain Kealoha is an Adjunct Professor and Lecturer in courses on criminal law,

11

criminology and the criminal justice system at Chaminade University of Honolulu. He holds dual

12

baccalaureate degrees (in human services and occupational education), a Master's of Science in

13

Criminal Justice Administration, and a Doctor of Education degree.

14

Michele S. Scofield is a Practicum InstructorlProject Junior Specialist with the University of

15

Hawaii at Manoa, School of Social Work, Pulama IKe Ola Social Work Master's Program Training

16

Project. In addition to academic credentials in the field of social work, she is a licensed social worker

17

and certified substance abuse counselor. Ms. Scofield's experiences in programs that address behavioral

18

health include: classroom experience with special education students at Wheeler Elementary School,

19

Nimitz Elementary School, Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary School and Hickam Elementary School; public

20

and consumer education with the Department of Health, Adult Mental Health Division and Mental

21

Health Association; and clinical experience in the field of substance abuse at Hina Mauka.

22

Steven M. Shiraki is the AdministratorlEducational Specialist with the Department of Education

23

(DOE) Student Support Section of the Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Student Support, Student

24

Support Services Branch. He has an extensive academic and professional background in the field of
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Education. His areas of specialization are Special Education and Legal Issues for Administrators,

2

Supervision and Teacher Development, and Curriculum/Instructional Leadership. He began his

3

professional work with the DOE in 1993 as a Special Education teacher at Kawananakoa Intermediate

4

School and served as Vice Principal at various elementary schools before serving as a District and State

5

Educational Specialist. In addition to his work with the DOE, Dr. Shiraki has taught college courses and

6

has given numerous scholarly and professional presentations. As the HACDACS member jointly

7

appointed (pursuant to Sections 329-2 and 334-10, Hawaii Revised Statutes) to the State Council on

8

Mental Health, Dr. Shiraki is knowledgeable about the community and the relationships between mental

9

health, mental illness and substance abuse.

10
11
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20
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22
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24

We respectfully request your expeditious and favorable consideration in confirming
Billie Gabriel, Louis M. Kealoha, Michele S. Scofield and Steven M. Shiraki to serve on HACDACS.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of these volunteers whose
appointments add to the cross-section of community interests represented on the Commission.

