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TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR, DAVID Y. IGE, VICE CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:
My name is Lawrence Reifurth, and I am the Director of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs (“Department”). The Department appreciates the opportunity to
provide testimony on Governor’s Message No. 571, regarding the appointment of Kent
K. Tsukamoto, CPA to the Hawaii State Board of Accountancy (“Board”). The
Department supports Mr. Tsukamoto’s appointment and respectfully requests that the
Committee recommend that the Senate advise and consent to his appointment to the
Board.
I am familiar with Mr. Tsukamoto and his candidacy for appointment to the Board
in that I have spoken with him about the Board and his interest in serving there. Based
on my discussion with Mr. Tsukamoto, I believe that he possesses the qualifications,
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background, and experience to contribute in a positive and constructive manner on
matters that will come before the Board.
Currently, Mr. Tsukamoto is the Managing Partner of Accuity LLP, Certified
Public Accountants, a Hawaii-based firm that acquired the Honolulu practice of
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in October, 2006. Prior to founding Accuity, Mr.
Tsukamoto led PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Hawaii practice and was with them for over 28
years. This experience will serve Mr. Tsukamoto well on the Board.
Mr. Tsukamoto earned his Bachelors in Business Administration in Accounting
from the University of Hawaii at Manoa and his Masters in Business Taxation from the
University of Southern California. A licensed CPA since 1978, Mr. Tsukamoto’s clients
include individuals, partnerships, estates, trusts, corporations, and non-profit
organizations.
Mr. Tsukamoto’s extensive professional experience has made him a wellrespected member of the accounting industry. Mr. Tsukamoto was appointed to the
governing council of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA),
where he represented the State of Hawaii. He also was appointed to the Tax Practice
and Procedures Committee of the Tax Division of the AICPA. Mr. Tsukamoto also
served as President of the Hawaii Society of Certified Public Accountants.
As with many other professionals who have dedicated themselves to their
chosen professions, Mr. Tsukamoto also believes in giving back to the community. As
he puts it, public service is just “part of being a professional”. Although Mr. Tsukamoto
currently serves as Vice President of the Blood Bank of Hawaii and is a past President
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of the University of Hawaii Alumni Association, he wishes to continue his public service
on the Board.
I am confident that if given the opportunity, Mr. Tsukamoto will prove to be an
asset to the State through his service on the Board. I respectfully request that the
Committee recommend that the Senate advise and consent to Mr. Tsukamoto’s
appointment.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on Mr. Tsukamoto’s behalf.
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Testimony Before the Senate Committee on
Commerce and Consumer Protection

GM 571
In Support of the Confirmation of Kent K. Tsukamoto
State Board of Public Accountancy
Friday, April 17, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.
State Capitol, Conference Room 229

Chair Baker, Vice‐Chair Ige, and Members of the Committee:
My name is Melanie King and I am the President of the Board of Directors of the Hawaii Society of Certified
Public Accountants (HSCPA). We are testifying in support of the confirmation of Kent Tsukamoto to the State Board of
Public Accountancy (Board).
The HSCPA highly recommends Kent Tsukamoto, CPA, for your consideration as a member of the Board. Mr.
Tsukamoto is the managing partner of Accuity LLP, a respected local accounting firm, and has over thirty years of
experience in the accounting industry. His proven leadership and professional experience make him qualified to serve
the interests of the public and the accounting profession.
A member since 1979, Mr. Tsukamoto served on the HSCPA Board of Directors from 1991 to 1999 and as president
in 1995‐1996. He is also a member of the American Institute of CPAs where he is a designated Federal Key Person, and
served as a member of the governing Council.
The HSCPA is the only professional CPA organization in Hawaii representing a diverse membership throughout the
State of Hawaii, mainland and internationally in public practice, business and industry, education and government.
Over the past several years, the State Board has been faced with challenges to the regulation of accountancy in
Hawaii. It is the responsibility of the State Board to promote high professional standards and to protect the interest of
the public. We believe that Mr. Tsukamoto will bring new perspectives and a vision to lead while putting the public
interest and the CPA profession’s responsibilities first.
For these reasons, we urge you to confirm Mr. Tsukamoto’s appointment to the State Board of Public
Accountancy. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
Respectfully submitted,
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April 14, 2009
Dear Chairperson Baker, Vice Chair lge and Honorable Members of the Senate
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection:
Please allow me to submit this written testimony in strong support of the
confirmation of KENT K. TSUKAMOTO to the State Board of Public
Accountancy.
I have personally known Mr. Tsukamoto over the past ten years or so, both
professionally and personally. He is an extremely qualified CPA, is considered
one of the top tax CPAs in Hawaii, and is currently the Managing Partner of
Accuity LLP, Certified Public Accountants. He has tremendous integrity and is
held in very high regard by his peers in the accounting profession in Hawaii.

Mr. Tsukamoto is a technical speaker on tax and accounting issues for the
Hawai'i Society of CPAs, as well as the Hawaii Institute for Continuing Legal
Education, and various PricewaterhouseCoopers and Accuity training courses.
He has published technical articles in both U.S. and Japanese business journals.
Professionally, Mr. Tsukamoto has served as an appointed member of the
governing Council of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
(AICPA), and has served as an appointed member of the Tax Practice and
Procedures Committee of the Tax Division of the American lnstitute. He also has
taught as an adjunct professor in the Masters of Accounting at the University of
Hawaii, teaching courses in international and estate and gift taxation.

Aside from his professional duties and responsibilities, his community service
also extends to serving as past President of the University of Hawaii Alumni
Association, Trustee of the University of Hawaii Foundation, and Treasurer of the
Rotary Club of Honolulu Sunrise, St. Louis School, and the Federal Law
Enforcement Foundation. Mr. Tsukamoto currently serves as Vice President of
the Blood Bank of Hawaii, and is a Director of Waialae Country Club and is on
the Executive Committee of the Hawaii Asia Pacific Association.
Based on Mr. Tsukamoto's overall experience, professional expertise, community
service and his stellar integrity, he will certainly be a tremendous asset and
resource to the State Board of Public Accountancy. This is a stellar nomination
and I urge this committee to confirm Mr. Tsukamoto at its earliest convenience

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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Warren H. Haruki
President & CEO - Grove Farm Company, Inc.
Chairman of the Board - Maui Land & Pineapple Company, Inc.
Retired President - Verizon Hawaii & GTE Hawaiian Tel
CPA (not licensed to practice in Hawaii)

April 15, 2009
Senator Roslyn Baker, Chair
Senator David Ige, Vice Chair
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
Hearing Date: April 17, 2009 9:00 a.m.
Re: GM 571 – Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the State Board of Public
Accountancy, Gubernatorial Nominee, Kent K. Tsukamoto, for a term to expire 6-30-2013.
(Written testimony only.)
Chair, Vice Chair and Committee Members:
Please accept this testimony in support of Kent Tsukamoto’s nomination.
As the dean of the Shidler College of Business at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, I have
known Kent both as an alumnus and as a member of the College’s advisory council. By
serving on the advisory council, Kent has shown his willingness to share his professional
knowledge and experience to benefit both the institution and individual students. As an
alumnus, his career accomplishments together with his support of the College have led to his
induction into our alumni Hall of Honor. This commitment of time and knowledge is
significant and demonstrates a strong commitment to bettering the College and the
community it serves.
His resume speaks for itself and I am confident his knowledge of the accounting profession,
together with his judgment, will be a great asset to the board. He thoroughly understands and
appreciates the occupational demands and a practioner’s obligations not only to a client but to
the larger business community. If asked to serve in this regulatory role, I know he will work
to improve the practice of public accounting in Hawai‘i and ensure it continues to serve the
public interest. I hope you take this opportunity to support that goal by recommending the
Senate advise and consent to his nomination.
Sincerely,

V. Vance Roley

Eric Arquero
Walter Kirimitsu [wkirimitsu@saintlouishawaii.org]
Thursday, April 09, 2009 5:58 PM
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Dear Chairperson Baker, Vice Chair Ige and honorable members of the Committee on Commerce
and Consumer Protection:
Will you permit me to submit written testimony in strong support of the confirmation of KENT
K. TSUKAMOTO to the State Board of Public Accountancy?
I have personally know Mr. Tsukamoto continuously over the past 20 years, both
professionally and personally. He is a professional CPA and is currently the Managing Partner of
Accuity LLP, Certified Public Accountants. He is of impeccable integrity and character, and has a
very strong positive reputation in the community and the State.
I have served with Mr. Tsukamoto on the Board of Trustees at Saint Louis School over a
period of 12 years. He served as Chairman of the Finance Committee and did an outstanding job for
the school and its board. He has unselfishly given his time and talents to Saint Louis School over the
past 15 to 20 years. His community service also extends to serving as past President of the
University of Hawaii Alumni Association, Trustee of the University of Hawaii Foundation, Treasurer of
the Rotary Club o Honolulu Sunrise and the Federal Law Enforcement Foundation.
Professionally, Mr. Tsukamoto has served as an appointed member of the governing Council
of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and has served as an appointed member of
the Tax Practice and Procedures Committee of the Tax Division of the American Institute. He also
has taught as an adjunct professor in the Masters of Accounting at the University of Hawaii, teaching
courses in international and estate and gift taxation.
Based upon his professional expertise, community service and his solid character, Mr.
Tsukamoto has all of the potential to make a significant, substantial contribution to the State Board of
Public Accountancy. Governor Lingle has truly made an outstanding nomination, which should be
swiftly confirmed.
I will be happy and honored to personally answer any questions you might have.
Thank you for your time and consideration. Best wishes for a swift confirmation.

Respectfully,

Walter S. Kirimitsu
President, Saint Louis School
Former Vice President of Legal Affairs and University General Counsel, University of Hawaii;
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Former Associate Judge of the State Intermediate Court of Appeals;
Former President of the Hawaii State Bar Association;
Former senior partner in the law firm of Shim, Tam, Kirimitsu and Naito
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