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Title of Bill: HB 1925, HD1(hscr120-14) RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Purpose of Bill: Requires the department of education to administer the youth risk
behavior survey to all public school and charter school students in
odd-numbered years for grades six to twelve. Requires all private
schools to administer the youth risk behavior survey to all students in
odd-numbered years for grades six to twelve. Allows parents or legal
guardians to exempt their child from participating in the survey.

Department’s Position:

In light of our understanding that Section 1 of the bill, lines 4-8 simply codifies our current
practice and lines 8-12 continues to allow active or passive parental consent, the Department of
Education (Department) supports Section 1 of HB 1925 HD1. However, the Department
continues to have concern with Section 3 of the bill that holds the Department responsible to
administer the youth risk behavior survey to students in Charter Schools. Requiring the survey
and the administration oversight should be for the State Public Charter School Commission to
decide and administer, rather than the Department.

The Department is also appreciative that a Section in the bill will subsequently allow for a
specific appropriation should this measure, in moving forward, increase responsibilities of the
Department that will have operational and fiscal impacts. The Department would not otherwise
have the means to cover such impacts under our budget appropriation.
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Department’s Position: The Department of Health (DOH) supports the intent of House Bill 1925 HD1
with reservation.
Fiscal Implications: The current cost for biennial administration of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey
(YRBS) and Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) is $500,000. The DOH provides about 80% of the funding
through state special and federal funds. The Department of Education (DOE) funds the remaining 20%
of the survey administration costs. Additional data collection and possibly separate reporting for private
and charter schools would increase the cost of survey administration.
Purpose and Justification: The purpose of House Bill 1925 HD! is to expand the administration of the
YRBS to include students in grades 6-12 attending private and public charter schools. HB1925 HD|
also modifies the consent process so that the student may participate in survey unless the parent or legal
guardian does not give permission (i.e., “passive permission”). Presently, the YRBS is administered
only to students in non-charter (“regular”) public schools with secondary grades 6-12; elementary
schools with grade six are not included. The existing consent process requires the parent or legal
guardian to return the form whether or not they give permission for their child participate in the survey

(i.e., “active permission”).
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years.* (page 1, lines 17 to 18); and Section 3, “(a) The department shall administer the youth risk
behavior survey to students in grades six to twelve at eaeh select public charter schools in odd-numbered
years.” (page 2 line 10 to 12).

Also, the YRBS and YTS are simultaneously distributed to students as the “Hawaii School
Health Survey.” For ease of administration, the participant consent processes should be the same for
both surveys.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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