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Date: 02/21/2014

Committee: House Finance

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Kathryn S. Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 1925, HD1(hscr120-14) RELATING TO EDUCATION.

Purpose of Bill: Requires the department of education to administer the youth risk
behavior survey to all public school and charter school students in
odd-numbered years for grades six to twelve. Requires all private
schools to administer the youth risk behavior sun/ey to all students in
odd-numbered years for grades six to twelve. Allows parents or legal
guardians to exempt their child from participating in the sunrey.

Department's Position:
In light of our understanding that Section 1 of the bill, lines 4-8 simply codi es our current
practice and lines 8-12 continues to allow active or passive parental consent, the Department of
Education (Department) supports Section 1 of HB 1925 HD1. However, the Department
continues to have concern with Section 3 of the bill that holds the Department responsible to
administer the youth risk behavior survey to students in Charter Schools. Requiring the survey
and the administration oversight should be for the State Public Charter School Commission to
decide and administer, rather than the Department.

The Department is also appreciative that a Section in the bill will subsequently allow for a
speci c appropriation should this measure, in moving fonrvard, increase responsibilities of the
Department that will have operational and scal impacts. The Department would not otherwise
have the means to cover such impacts under our budget appropriation.
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Deputy Director, Health Resources Administration
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Departnient’s Position: The Department of Health (DOH) supports the intent of House Bill 1925 HDl

with reservation.

Fiscal Implications: The current cost for biennial administration of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey

(YRBS) and Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) is $500,000. The DOH provides about 80% of the funding

through state special and federal funds. The Department of Education (DOE) funds the remaining 20%

of the survey administration costs. Additional data collection and possibly separate reporting for private

and charter schools would increase the cost of survey administration.

Purpose and Justification: The puipose of House Bill 1925 l-{D1 is to expand the administration of the

YRBS to include students in grades 6-12 attending private and public charter schools. HBl925 HDI

also modi es the consent process so that the student may participate in survey unless the parent or legal

guardian does not give permission (i.e., “passive permission”). Presently, the YRBS is administered

only to students in non-charter (“regular”) public schools with secondary grades 6-ll; elementary

schools with grade six are not included. The existing consent process requires the parent or legal

guardian to return the form whether or not they give permission for their child participate in the survey

(i.e., “active permission”).
Pr0wuo£’wrg»Lt;fi>lovtg»Heoi1tlv£r Well»/w,w
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The DOH agrees with the intent of this bill, to increase student participation in the YRBS in

order to have more representative data for Hawaii’s youth population. The YRBS is used by local and

national public health professionals, educators, policy makers and researchers to assess the trends and

prevalence of health risk behaviors, evaluate policies, and support health promotion programs that are

designed for youth.

Including students from private and charter schools in the YRBS administration would provide

insight into the health behaviors of the approximately 20% of students who do not attend regular public

schools. Similarly, adopting a passive permission process could make it easier for students to participate

in the survey while still giving parents the opportunity to opt their children out. According to the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there are 43 other states already using a passive permission

process for the YRBS.

The DOH does have some reservations about the wording of HBl92_5 HDl. This measure as

written now would require that all students in grades six to twelve at each private and public charter

school participate in the survey. A census is not needed to obtain representative data, would

substantially increase the cost of administration, and place an unnecessary burden on the schools and

their students. Complex sampling procedures are currently utilized to select which schools and students

participate in the YRBS.

In order to contain costs and increase the likelihood of achieving the CDC required threshold of

60% participation for weighted data, the department recommends that the YRBS be administered to a

sample of students enrolled in secondary grades 6-12 at regular, private, and charter schools — this

process would provide data to represent the Hawaii's students as a whole. The DOH respectfully

recommends the following clarifying language that would be consistent with the sampling methodology

that is recommended and provided through the CDC: Section 2, “(a) Private schools shall administer

the youth risk behavior survey to students in grades six to twelve at select schools in odd-numbered
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years.“ (page 1, lines 17 to 18); and Section 3, “(a) The department shall administer the youth risk

behavior survey to students in grades six to twelve at each sgeit public charter schools in odd-numbered

years.“ (page 2 line 10 to 12).

Also, the YRBS and YTS are simultaneously distributed to students as the “Hawaii School

Health Survey.” For ease of administration, the participant consent processes should be the same for

both surveys.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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February 19, 2014

To: Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair
And members of the Committee on Finance

Testimony in Sugport of HB 1945 HD 1 Relating to Education

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition ofyouth-
serving organizations, supports HB 1925 I-ID l Relating to Education.

The Youth Behavioral Risk Assessment (YRBS) collects valuable data on
the health and well-being of Hawaii’s youth that cannot be obtained through
other sources. l use YRBS data in successful grant applications that are
currently bringing in more than $1.5 million in federal dollars to meet the
needs of Hawaii’s youth and their families. YRBS helps us understand
where we are doing well with our young people and how we can work with
them to reduce risks and increase healthy behavior.

The bill will increase participation in the survey by allowing for passive
rather than active consent. When larger numbers of students participate, the
data is more accurate and valid, and it allows for data reporting on the county
level rather than having only state-level data

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,W/aw
Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director

United .
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