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Department’s Position: The Department of Health STRONGLY SUPPORTS this administration bill.

Fiscal Implications: The Department is requesting $161,956 in general funds for FY 2015 and

$185,612 for FY 2016 in H.B. 1700, the State Budget, to establish an Environmental Information

Management Of ce (EIMO) to be led by a Manager of Environmental Information. It will also fund

one full time position, a Senior Information Technology Specialist, who will provide support to the

Environmental Health Administration. The EIMO will ensure continued support of the Environmental

Health Administration’s shared infrastructure and services, including software development and

implementation projects, maintenance and support, cloud hosting, and software licenses for the

Administration.

Purpose and Justi cation: The purpose of this bill is to establish an Environmental Information

Management Of ce in the Department. The EIMO provides facilitation, collaboration, and support of

environmental health information systems, related processes, and technical initiatives for the

Environmental Health Administration’s 11 programs. Duties include the development and continued

innovation of systems that support the Environmental Health Administration, in correlation with the

Department's Health Information Services Of ce, State Of ce of Information Management and
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Technology, and Federal Environmental Protection Agency programs and of ces. The EIMO works

closely with and ensure that its information management initiatives are within the scope and vision of

the Health Information Services Of ce and the Office of Infonnation Management and Technology, and

does not overlap or con ict with their information technology policies, functions and responsibilities.

The EIMO follows the lifecycle govemance framework established by the chief information officer in

the State of Hawaii Business and Information Technology/Infonnation Resource Management

Transformation Plan published in October 2012.

The EIMO will initiate and manage ongoing projects that will ensure continued environmental

infonnation management innovations such as the e-Permitting Portal, an online system that provides

applicants with easy access to many of the environmental permits and streamlines the permitting

process. The position will continue to improve and maintain the Environmental Health Warehouse,

which provides online public access to environmental information about facilities in the state that are

regulated by the Environmental Health Administration. The EIMO will also continue to develop and

improve mapping tools to help locate and display environmental information and mobile environmental

eld inspection programs for data collection, and Will coordinate diverse data-gathering and data-

sharing functions across programs.

This environmental information management reduces the burden of regulatory processes

associated with gathering and processing vital environmental data, and facilitates access within and

across programs. It is important to establish the EIMO for the continued success and improvement of

the Environmental Health Administration’s programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important measure.
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Below is a screenshot from the Environmental Health Warehouse, an example of one of the many

systems developed by the EIM and SITS that the EIMO would maintain and improve. The

Environmental Health Warehouse provides diverse infonnation about facilities and sites in the state that

are regulated by the administration because their activities affect the environment.
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Below is a screenshot from the e-Pennitting Portal, an electronic permitting solution that streamlines the

environmental permitting process and provides the applicant with easy access to many of the different

environmental pennits that EHA 1S charged with admrnrstenng.
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