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Department’s Position: The department supports this bill provided that its passage does not
replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our Executive Budget.
Fiscal Implications: Appropriates an unspecified amount of general funds to administer contracts to
remove abandoned tires from the landscape.
Purpose and Justification: Abandoned tire dumping is a recurring concern especially for those
communities that are impacted by this issue. Disposal fees for abandoned tires are cost-prohibitive and
strain the ability of community groups to control dumping in their neighborhoods. We understand that
disposal costs range from as low as $1.80 per passenger or light-truck tire, up to $638 for the biggest
off-road, oversize tire.

This measure will also enable the department to provide direct financial assistance to the
counties to address tire dumping in their affected areas. To this end, we suggest an amendment to allow
the department to distribute the funds to the counties, similar to the glass advance disposal fee law

(Chapter 342G, Part VII, HRS).
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This measure alone will not prevent current improper tire disposal practices, but coupled with
monitoring and enforcement from the department, it may help affected communities to alleviate the
situation.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Thank you for your attention. | am strongly in favor of this measure for the following:

There is a one mile stretch of unpaved road through Nanawale Preserve of which
there are no buildings. This is an area of beauty and one of the great natural
wonders of this island.

Over the past 6 months, the homeowners in this area have gone out with garbage
bags, rakes, back-hoes, and pick-up trucks to remove the garbage and trash that has
been thrown in the ditches and turn-out areas along this road comprising appliances,
abandoned cars, bags of garbage, furniture, damaged household items, etc. In our
first group cleaning in June 2013, we pulled out 54 tires.

Over the following months, the road became littered again with pitched tires —
primarily because there is no legal place to get rid of them. Once the tires appeared,

so did more trash. We pulled out 23 tires in our second group clean — along the
same stretch of road.

What we have seen is that the cleaner we keep the road, the less people use this
area as a dumping ground.

We know where and how to get rid of general garbage that people are dumping. We
don’t have a place to remove the tires.

If the tires can be picked up and removed, then the trash problem in this area will
diminish - conceivably to nothing.

Keeping these areas clean make it safer for people, especially children, to play and
enjoy recreationally in addition to respecting the beauty of the area.

Any action you can take that would support the disposal of tires would be greatly
appreciated and applauded.

Most respectfully —

Joan Shafer
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Conference Room 325
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Chair Lee, Vice Chair Thielen and members of the committee:

There are significant funds remaining in the abandoned tire special, remaining from the $1/tire tax
dealers and retailers collected from customers 2000-2003. In 2003, legislators, kept faith with a
promise to dealers to sunset the tire tax when sufficient funds had been raised to tackle the problem
that existed back then.

Some $685,700 remains in the fund. Also the legislature transferred $500,000 from the fund in FY2010
during the difficult financial times.

A good solution to future tire problems would be to transfer back the $500,000 now that things are
better for the economy and the state funding situation is improved.

The scrap tire problem today is very small compared to the problem that existed in the late nineties—
one that was largely caused by a large tire recycler’s financial difficulties. The State Department of
Health has reported picking up 2,800 tires since 2006. That’s a small number of 400 tires a year.

Here are some additional insights which may be helpful:
Scrap tires in Hawaii may be put in 3 categories.

Tires which have PROPER disposal—some say that the number is perhaps as high as 99%, or
more, of the estimated 1 million scrap tires created annually. This waste recycling is facilitated
through a “disposal fee” collected by retailers-- who then hire haulers who subsequently pay
recyclers to take the tires. Some tires eventually are shredded into crumb rubber and burned
to create electricity; some tires are recapped. There are many recycling uses. Counties also
pick up waste tires from individuals. The City and County of Honolulu reports that their refuse
collection division will schedule pickup of up to 4 tires annually from an individual residence
location.

Tires ILLEGALLY dumped on government-owned property—Counties annually pick up an
additional 0.4 percent. Approximately 4,000 tires are collected by the Counties according to
the Department of Health’s DRAFT report which provides a chart showing that this number of
scrap tire is picked up each year on properties (parks, roadways, etc) owned by the Counties.
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