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Subject: HCR 125 / HR 96, Urging That the Correct History of the Battle of
Kakanilu‘a Be Inserted Into Archeological Reports, Cultural Impact
Statements, State Historical Preservation Division Records, Public Libraries,
and Other Pertinent Digital Collections, and Urging Maui County to Ban
Sand Mining in the Waikapi Sand Dune Area

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation (HHF), I am writing in opposition to HCR 125/HR 96, which
would insert a statement of the “correct history” of a historic event into various records, and urge a
specific treatment related to land use at the historic site. HHF finds the resolution to be overly-broad,
overly-vague, and inconsistent with established practices and procedures for the designation of historic
properties.

Certain cultural and ethnographic landscapes are clearly significant parts of Hawaii’s natural, cultural and
historic legacy. Battlefields are an important part of the historic and pre-historic record and as such, they
should be documented following appropriate professional standards and procedures. HHF supports
efforts to research, document, review and designate the battlefield at Kakanilu‘a and other historic
properties.

However, the evaluation and designation of a historic property should utilize the professional standards
and mechanisms that are established for evaluating and designating historic properties on the Hawai‘i
Register of Historic Places, established in HRS 6E. Designation via a resolution undermines what is
currently a matter of professional judgment, with checks and balances that safeguard due process and
ensure that consistent standards and criteria are met.

The historic designation procedures ensure due process for owners and interested parties in order to
ensure that fundamental fairness is retained. The proposed resolution includes none of those notification
or public hearing procedures. There are significant due process issues with having the legislature make a
determination on historic and cultural significance without any justification on boundaries or criteria.
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HHF believes that existing planning and development processes and regulations may already be used to
establish the most appropriate areas for preservation on both public and private property. We support
these processes and advocate for their diligent and consistent application throughout the state. In addition,
any member of the public can prepare and submit a nomination to designate a historic property, following
the established procedures and standards.

Therefore, HHF recommends that the concerned individuals and stakeholders work with the State
Historic Preservation Division, the Maui Cultural Resources Commission, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs
and the Hawai‘l Historic Places Review Board to evaluate the Battle of Kakanilu‘a site following
professional standards and due process to determine an appropriate historic property boundary, if any.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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Chair Evans, Chair Hanohano, and Members of the House Committees on Water
& Land and Ocean, Marine Resources & Hawaiian Affairs:

| am Paul Oshiro, testifying on behalf of Alexander & Baldwin, Inc. (A&B) on
HR 96/HCR 125, “URGING THAT THE CORRECT HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF
KAKANILU‘A BE INSERTED INTO ARCHEOLOGICAL REPORTS, CULTURAL
IMPACT STATEMENTS, STATE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION DIVISION
RECORDS, PUBLIC LIBRARIES, AND OTHER PERTINENT DIGITAL COLLECTIONS,
AND URGING MAUI COUNTY TO BAN SAND MINING IN THE WAIKAPU SAND
DUNE AREA.” We respectfully oppose these resolutions.

These resolutions urge that the correct history of the Battle of Kakanilu’a be
inserted into historical records and other pertinent digital collections. These resolutions

also urge the County of Maui to preserve remaining Waikapu sand dunes by banning

sand mining and refusing to grant grading permits that involve the removal of sand from
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