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Comments: I support SB652. I am recommending the following amendments: Community service for
minors viloting the law should be replaced with required attendance and participation in classes on
the health effects of smoking, nicotine, and seondhand and thirdhand smoke. This would be more
effective and more logical than community service. The fines of $10 and $50 for minors should
remain. The reasoning behind the bill is that minors do not have the maturity to make the right
decision, and could become permanently addicted and suffer serious lifelong health consequences if
they begin smoking. The purpose of the law should be primarily to protect minors against unethical
adults who would harm them by giving them access to this dangerous and addictive substance. The
adult violating the law is actually committing a crime against the minor. The adult should be treated as
the primary violator, while the minor is actually a victim. I recommend community service for the adult
violator in addition to the fines. The business owner should be fined for the employee's violation. After
a 2nd offense the business should be closed for 72 business hours and should permanently lose the
right to sell tobacco or and nicotine products.
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.
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