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582103: Relating to Health Planning 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB2103 to add objectives and policies regarding the 
social determinants of health to the Hawaii State Planning Act to reduce health disparities among Native 
Hawaiians, other Pacific Islanders, and Filipinos. 

The Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center is a Federally Qualified Health Center serving over 31,000 
patients in Leeward Oahu. Over 41 years dedicated to improving the health of our predominately Native 
Hawaiian community has taught the health center a few lessons. One of the most important lessons learned 
is that much of what affects our patients' health is determined by what happens outside of the doctor's office. 
What we now refer to as the "social determinants of health." 

For Hawai'i's most vulnerable communities, the reality is that public policy decisions make it far too hard for 
individuals to make the right decisions to maintain a healthy lifestyle. Native Hawaiians are among the 
hardest hit by policy decisions that don't address the social determinants of health, resulting in our state's first 
people ranking last in many wellness indicators. The best way to address Native Hawaiian health in particular 
and our state's challenges overall is through a dual commitment to Native Hawaiian health as well as the 
broader social determinants of health that affect us all. 

The State Planning Act is a policy-setting document intended to improve state planning, increase government 
effectiveness and improve coordination among different agencies, making it the appropriate vehicle for this 
commitment. While addressing social determinants of health is considered the most important factor to 
ensuring healthy communities, the health planning statutes of the State Planning Act haven't been updated 
since 1988 and do not yet explicitly address social determinants of health. 

Incorporating a holistic understanding of health and well-being into health planning is consistent with the 
Native Hawaiian concept that the entirety of our well-being contributes to our own health, the health of our 
families, and the larger community. Preventative resources targeted to communities most significantly 
affected by barriers to good health can provide greater overall access to affordable housing, accessible fresh 
fruits and vegetables, safe neighborhoods and infrastructure, and preventative healthcare for all the people of 
Hawai'i. Thus, implementing policy that allows state agencies to address the social determinants of health 
simply makes our approach to healthcare more efficient, and benefits our entire population. 

SB2103 is one step towards modernizing the way we address disparities. Providing support for state 
agencies that seek to include social determinants of health in their policy planning may lead to more effective 
use of resources and better health outcomes for all, while at the same time ensuring that communities most 
significantly affected by barriers to good health are not left behind. 
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From: Sr. Rosalinda Barrozo, M.M.
To: HWNTestimony
Subject: "SUPPORT FOR SB2103, Feb. 24 at 2:45 pm"
Date: Monday, February 24, 2014 11:02:57 AM

THANKS for your efforts to help our people in the State of Hawaii.
 
Sr. Rosalinda Barrozo, MM
CATHOLIC CHARITIES HAWAII
Case Manager
Immigration Services
Clarence T.C. Ching Campus
1822 Ke'eaumoku St.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
Tel: (808) 527-4710
Fax: (808) 527-4719
Email: rbarrozo@catholiccharitieshawaii.org 
 
 
Catholic Charities Hawaii. . .helping people in need to help themselves, regardless of
 their faith.
The information in this email is confidential and is legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access
 to this email by anyone else is unauthorized and may lead to civil penalties and/or criminal penalties. If you have
 received this message in error, please delete all electronic copies of this message (and the documents attached to it,
 if any); destroy any hard copies you may have created; and notify Catholic Charities Haw
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