
STAND. COM. REP. NO.~-20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB13 , 2020

RE: H.B. No. 2522
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Human Services & Homelessness and Health,
to which was referred H.B. No. 2522 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve the overall
continuum of care through comprehensive crisis response and
stabilization services through the Hawaii coordinated access
resource entry system (CARES) , by:

(1) Requiring the Department of Health to establish a
continuum of stabilization beds statewide by:

(A) Repurposing unused state facilities for short-term
residential use by non-forensic patients
experiencing substance use or mental health
conditions; and

(B) Assessing and triaging these patients to a
clinically appropriate level of care through CARES;
and

(2) Appropriating funds for this purpose.
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Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Health; Honolulu Emergency Services
Department of the City and County of Honolulu; Hawaii Substance
Abuse Coalition; Democratic Party of Hawaii; Mental Health America
of Hawaii; Americans for Democratic Action; Catholic Charities
Hawaii; Partners in Care; Hawaii Health & Harm Reduction Center;
The Queen’s Health Systems; Hope Services Hawaii, Inc.; and
numerous individuals.

Your Committees find that the lack of short-term
stabilization services throughout the State creates unnecessary
burdens on emergency departments, law enforcement, and individuals
living with behavioral health issues. Your Committees recognize
the need for enhanced stabilization services to help individuals
in severe distress deescalate the severity of their crisis and
prevent the need for higher levels of care through hospitalization
or the criminal justice system.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Changing its effective date to December 31, 2059, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Human Services & Homelessness and Health that are
attached to this report, your Committees are in accord with the
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 2522, as amended herein, and
recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto
as H.B. No. 2522, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on
Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Human Services &
Homelessness and Health,

~B~NA~ENT~ ChairJOYJOHN M. MIZUNO,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives J~4~ 3~~

The THIRTiETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

BillfResolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

l-k~~, ‘2-~i-’~- l~ks~i/~-r,Ftr’J
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) ~~‘Pass, with amendments (HD) D Hold
Li Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (C)

2. NAKAMURA, Nadine K. (VC)

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

5. MIZUNO, John M.

6. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

7. TOKIOKA, James Kunane

8. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (8) 7
The recommendation is: Adopted Li Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: /~~Z~At ~~‘- /~~.~1’1~14”— —_-___~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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House of Representatives

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health
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