
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAY11 ,2020

RE: S.B. No. 2523
S.D.l
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir: -

Your Committee on Public Safety, Veterans, & Military
Affairs, to which was referred S.B. No. 2523, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC SAFETY,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Authorize the Director of Public Safety to withhold
certain information regarding deaths at correctional
facilities or community correctional centers; and

(2) Require the Director to include in the report regarding
the death that is submitted to the Governor, the
decedent’s name, a description of the circumstances and
cause of death of the individual, and any state and
federal laws that explicitly prohibit the disclosure of
the information withheld.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Community Alliance on Prisons and one individual. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Department of
Public Safety.
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Your Committee finds that this measure will improve
transparency in the operations of correctional facilities and
community correctional centers.

Your Committee further finds that, from the enactment of Act
234, Session Laws of Hawaii 2019 (Act 234) on July 2, 2019,
through the end of December 2019, there were approximately twelve
deaths of incarcerated persons in the State. The Department of
Public Safety has previously taken the position that it needed to
withhold certain information required by Section 353C-8.5, Hawaii
Revised Statutes, based on advice it had received from the
Department of the Attorney General that the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) prohibited its
disclosure. Your Committee further finds, according to testimony
from the Department of Public Safety, that the Department of the’
Attorney General has since changed its position and that
disclosure will be made going forward.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Specifying that the reporting requirements apply to any
information previously withheld by the Director of
Public Safety on or after July 2, 2019, the effective
date of Act 234; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Public Safety, Veterans, & Military Affairs that is
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the
intent and purpose of S.B. No. 2523, S.D. 1, as amended herein,
and recommends that it pass Second Reading in the form attached
hereto as S.B. No. 2523, S.D. 1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your
Committee on Judiciary.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Public Safety,
Veterans, & Military Affairs,

GREG A , Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~.4 ~ 1 1 P3

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Public Safety, Veterans, & Military Affairs

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Refrrral: Date:

31~ ~2~5~2~3 G D I PVM D~Ui) ~ /2~e~-~
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The reconunendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~~Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

PVM Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)

2. GATES, Cedric Asuega (VC)

3. KOBAYASHI, Dale T.

4. KONG, Sam Satoru

5. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. V

6. OHNO, Takashi

7. McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL (7)

The recommendation is: ~7Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


