
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB08 , 2023

RE: H.B. No. 775
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2023
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred H.B.
No. 775 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE SOCIAL WORKERS FOR PUBLIC
SAFETY PILOT PROGRAM,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish the Social
Workers for Public Safety Pilot Program within the Department of
Public Safety, or its successor agency.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Correctional System Oversight Commission, State of
Hawaii Organization of Police Officers, Hawaii Substance Abuse
Coalition, Hawai’i Health & Harm Reduction Center, National
Association of Social Workers Hawai’i Chapter, and four
individuals. Your Committee received comments on this measure
from the Department of Public Safety and Department of Law
Enforcement.

Your Committee finds that persons who are chronically
unsheltered, mentally impaired, or suffer from a substance use
disorder often have multiple encounters with law enforcement
officers, who may lack the resources and training to effectively
assist them. Your Committee further finds that social workers
have the training and expertise needed to offer rehabilitative
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assistance to chronically unsheltered persons, persons
experiencing a mental health crisis, or persons with substance use
disorders. This measure provides individuals in crises with a law
enforcement response in tandem with necessary rehabilitative
assistance, thereby avoiding any potential miscommunication during
law enforcement encounters that may put the individual, officer,
or the community at risk, which will in turn help reduce arrest,
incarceration, and recidivism rates.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Including human service professionals in addition to
social workers in the Pilot program to conform to the
Department of Human Resources and Development’s parallel
position classification system;

(2) Specifying that a social worker or human service
professional may be on call or ready to join law
enforcement officers when responding to certain
incidents;

(3) Changing the effective date to June 30, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
775, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 775, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~Zfl~~I

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

/i29~5
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold
0 Pass short form bill with H to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HUS Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. MIZUNO, John M. (C)

2. AMATO, Terez (VC) /

3. BELATTI, Della Au V

4. ILAGAN, Greggor V

5. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

6. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna V

7. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y. /

8. GARCIA, Diamond 7

TOTAL (8) ~4-
The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
c ee onym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Coi}(’mitt Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


